Mission Statement

The Washington, DC Film Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to an appreciation of quality mainstream, international, and independent films.  Members enjoy free monthly sneak preview screenings and discounted admission to several fundraising events, including an annual Oscars party.  All proceeds from membership and revenues from fundraising activities support the work of the Film Society and its parent organization, Filmfest DC, the Washington, DC International Film Festival.

The Film Society's mission is to provide the Washington, DC community the same opportunities to enjoy international and independent films and to participate in meaningful discussion of the culture of film that are a part of Filmfest DC.  We actively support local, independent film:  Film Society membership includes special joint privileges with the Association of Independent Video and Film Makers (AIVF), and likewise, AIVF members share benefits with the Film Society.  We also disseminate information about both local and national film organizations' activities of interest to our membership.

The Film Society was created in 1991 by enthusiastic Filmfest DC staff and volunteers.

Fact Sheet

The Washington, DC Film Society was formed in 1991 by staff and volunteers of its parent organization, Filmfest DC, the Washington, DC International Film Festival.  Current directors are Michael Kyrioglou and Jim Shippey.

The Coordinating Committee of the Film Society is comprised of individuals of varying interests and backgrounds.  What brings them together is their love of film.

The Film Society's mission is to provide the Washington, DC community the same opportunities year round that are a part of Filmfest DC – to enjoy international and independent films and to participate in meaningful discussion of the culture of film.

The Film Society actively supports local, independent filmmakers.  All Film Society members enjoy special privileges with the Association of Independent Video and Film Makers (AIVF).  AIVF members in turn share in the benefits of the Film Society.

Current membership is approximately 1,000.

In the 2011-2012 membership year, the Film Society screened over ___ films before general release.

The Film Society benefits from the fact that the Washington, DC area is one of the top foreign film markets in the U.S.  The nation's capital serves as the home of embassies, international institutions, and major cultural centers.

Past fundraising activities include film premieres, with formal and informal parties and receptions, and an annual Oscars night party.

The Washington, DC Film Society is a non-profit, self-supporting organization.  It raises funds for its existence through membership fees and revenues generated from fundraising activities.

Future plans include restructuring our membership organization and increasing our fundraising activities for Filmfest DC.

Washington, DC Film Society Highlights

May 1998
“Coming Attractions” Film Trailer program at the Cineplex Odeon Wisconsin Avenue 6 Theaters hosted by film critics Bill Henry and Joe Barber.

March 1998
Sixth Annual Oscars night party held at Fellini Restaurant, an Italian restaurant named for legendary director Federico Fellini.

November 1997
“Coming Attractions” Film Trailer program at the Cineplex Odeon Wisconsin Avenue 6 Theaters hosted by film critic Bill Henry.

October 1997
“Sideshow” program, featuring the documentary by the same name, held at the Bethesda Theater Café in conjunction with Fodderwing Magazine.

March 1997
Fifth Annual Oscars night party held at the newly restored DC Jewish Community Center's Cecile Goldman Theater.

February 1997
"Drive-In Blues" program featuring two documentaries on drive-in theaters held at the Bethesda Theatre Café in conjunction with Fodderwing Magazine.

March 1996
Fourth Annual Oscars night party hosted by Film Critic Eddie Cockrell, at the Bethesda Theatre Café.

January 1996
D.C. Premiere of "Crosscut," first feature film by Paul and Jane Raimondi.  Fundraising reception followed screening.

December 1995
D.C. Premiere of "Twelve Monkeys" with Director Terry Gilliam present.  Special screening in conjunction with Harlan Jacobson's Talk Cinema.

March 1995
Third Annual Oscars night party with special guests Director Russ Meyer and Biograph Theater Owner Alan Rubin.

October 1994
D.C. Premiere of "Pulp Fiction" with Paul Bartell.  Screening in conjunction with Harlan Jacobson's Talk Cinema.

March 1993

Second Oscars night party at Faccia Luna Bar and Grill.

November 1992

Screening of "Close to Eden" at the Embassy of the Russian Federation.

October 1992
An evening with Sigourney Weaver and Director Ivan Reitman at the American Film Institute.

September 1992
D.C. Premiere of "Glenngarry Glen Ross" with special guest Producer Stanley Zupnik.  Reception followed screening.

March 1992

First Oscars night party at Faccia Luna Bar and Grill.

February 1992
D.C. Premiere of "Daughters of the Dust" with Filmmaker Julie Dash.  Black Entertainment Television interview and audience question and answer session followed screening.

February 1992
Washington, DC Film Society's First Event – screening of "The Double Life of Veronique" with Irene Jacob present at the Embassy of France.  Reception followed screening.2
